Role of the pediatric nurse in selection and support of potential donors for heart transplantation.
Success in transplantation requires a team effort by many individuals who are committed to the process of prolonging life. Today, health care professionals must always consider both brain-dead and gravely injured patients as potential organ donors. With more than 15,000 persons waiting for organs at any time, hundreds die because others do not even attempt to make potential organs available. But even more important, families of potential donors are not given the chance to find some good to come out of their tragedy.